Efficient Preparation of Various O-Methylquercetins by Selective Demethylation.
penia-O-Methylquercetin (2) was prepared by permethylation of quercetin (1). Selective demethylation of 2 using either BBr or BCl3/TBAI (tetrabutylammonium iodide) gave five O-methylquercetins (3-6), with satisfactory yields. The reaction can be easily scaled-up. We established an efficient and large-scale preparation of O-methylquercetins.